COM.
COMMENTARY. An exposition; book of annotations on Holy Scripture. In selecting a commentary much care is necessary, because a skilful commentator may wrest the Scriptures so as to make them support his private opinion. A Calvinist makes Scripture speak Calvinism, an Arminian makes it speak Arminianism. The question to be asked, therefore, is according to what principle does the annotator profess to interpret Scripture ? What is his standing-point ? If he takes the Church for his guide; if he professes to interpret according to the doctrines of the Church, although he may err in a matter of detail, he cannot seriously mislead. We may instance the third chapter of St. John's Gospel, how very different will be the meaning of that chapter interpreted by a Calvinist, who denies the scriptural doctrine of Baptismal Regeneration, from the meaning which will be attached to it by one who holds the truth as it is taught in the Church, and,who, with the Church of England, in the office for the Baptism of persons in riper years, applies what is said in that chapter to Baptismal Grace.
COMMINATION, means a threat or denunciation of vengeance- There is an ancient office in the Church of England entitled, " a Commination or denouncing of GOD'S anger and judgment against sinners, with certain prayers to be used on the first day of Lent, and at other times as the Ordinary shall appoint." This office, says Mr. Palmer, is one of the last memorials we retain of that solemn penitence, which during the primitive ages occupied so conspicuous a place in the discipline of the Christian Church. In the earliest ages, those who were guilty of grievous sins, were solemnly reduced to the order of penitents ; they came fasting and clad in sackcloth and ashes on the occasion, and after the Bishop had prayed over them, they were dismissed from the Church, They then were admitted gradually to the the classes of hearers, subsfrati, and consislantes, until at length, after long trial and exemplary conduct, they were again decreed worthy of communion. This penitential discipline, at length, from various causes, became extinct, both in the Eastern and Western Churches; and from the twelfth or thirteenth century, the solemn office of the first day of